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Introduction

Takfir, declaring a person out of the fold of Islam, is perhaps the most delicate and
sensitive chapter in Islamic jurisprudence (figh), and a haphazard, reckless approach
in this regard has been warned against by Allah’s Messenger . On the authority of
Sayyiduna Abii Dharr 2, Allah’s Messenger # said, “No person accuses another of
transgression or accuses him of disbelief except that it returns to him if his
companion [i.e. the one he is accusing] is not so” (Bukhari)'.

For this reason, the jurists (fugaha’) throughout the ages exercised great caution and
explored every possibility before reaching a conclusion of takfir regarding any
individual or group. Al-Durr al-Mukhtar, an authoritative text of the Hanafi school,
states, “Know that an edict of disbelief (kufr) will not be issued against a Muslim
whose statement can be interpreted in a good manner or if there is a difference of
opinion in it being disbelief, be it through a weak narration.”

On the other side of the spectrum, however, is the danger in not considering an
unequivocal act of disbelief to be so, a result of excessive caution leading to an
imbalance in the equilibrium required by the Shariah. Both extremes are to be totally
avoided.

The article at hand will examine a peculiar case of the latter extreme, where it has
been claimed that denying Sayyiduna Aba Bakr al-Siddiq « was a Companion (Sahabi)
of Allah’s Messenger & does not render a person a disbeliever (kafir). In
substantiating this claim, a number of strange arguments have been presented
against the overwhelming evidence in this regard.

The parameters of discussion in this article have been restricted to the issue of takfir
of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr «.. Hence, other important takfir-related discussions such as

! Bukhari, 5698
? Al-Durr al-Mukhtar, pg. 345
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the consequence of takfir of Sayyiduna Umar @ and other Companions, be it they are
important in their own right, have not been discussed in this article.

May Allah Most High accept this humble effort and grant us all guidance and the true
understanding of the Shariah. Amin.

Rejecting any Part of the Qur’an is Disbelief

Among the beliefs, actions and statements which render a person a disbeliever is to
deny the Qur’an. All scholars are unanimous that denying even a single verse of the
Qur’an is tantamount to disbelief.

Qadi Tyad al-Maliki (d.554 aH) writes in Al-Shifa:
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Know that whoever denigrates the Qur'an, a copy of the
Qur'an or any part of it; curses it or denies it [all] or a letter
or verse of it; calls it [all] or part of it a lie; calls a lie any
command or report it has clearly stated; knowingly affirms
what it has negated or negates what it has affirmed; or
doubts any of it, he is a disbeliever by consensus of the
people of knowledge. Allah Most High says, “And indeed, it is
a mighty book. Falsehood cannot approach it from before it
or from behind it; [it is] a revelation from a [Lord who is]
Wise and Praiseworthy” (Qur’an, 41:42-43).
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The Companionship (Suhbah) of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr 4 is Established in the Qur’an

Sayyiduna Abt Bakr « has been unequivocally referred to as the companion (sahib)
of Allah’s Messenger < in the Qur’an.

With reference to the Migration (hijrah), Allah Most High says:

@Q.g, A w.is\@wz;.@) w\\),;s:’ wmmdg;;

If you do not aid the Prophet - Allah has already aided him when those who
disbelieved had driven him out [of Makkah] as one of two, when they were
in the cave and he said to his companion, "Do not grieve; indeed Allah is
with us." And Allah sent down his tranquillity upon him and supported him
with angels you did not see and made the word of those who disbelieved the
lowest, while the word of Allah - that is the highest. And Allah is Exalted in
Might and Wise (Qur’an, 9:40).

Although he has not been mentioned by name, it is unanimously agreed by Sunni and
Shi‘a scholars that the Prophet’s & companion (sahib) in the verse is Sayyiduna Aba
Bakr .

‘Allamah Mahmid al-Aliisi (d.1270 AH) states under this verse in Rith al-Ma'ant:
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His [i.e. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr] being meant by companion (sahib) is from
that upon which there is consensus, just as Allah’s Messenger « being
meant in Allah’s saying, “Glory be to Allah who took his slave by night.”
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He further states:
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Nobody has opposed this, even the Shi‘a, as far as T know.

A Shi‘a scholar, Tabataba’i confirms Aliisi’s statement in his Qur’anic commentary, Al-

Mizan:

il J2l S 5 pn a-la sl L

The one intended by “his companion” is Abl Bakr, due to categorical transmission.

Other Shi‘a scholars have stated likewise in their Qur’an exegeses (tafsirs)

See Majma’ al-Bayan, Tabrast; Al-Tibyan al-Jami , Ttist; Al-Safi, Fayd al-Kashani; Bayan al-
Saadah, Janabidhi.

Implications of Denying the Companionship of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr .

Before continuing any further, it is necessary to understand the implication of
denying the Companionship of Sayyiduna Abt Bakr . This can only be appreciated
by understanding the definition of a Companion.

Tbn Hajar al-'Asqalani (d. 856 AH) states in Al-Isabah:

rmyl&ouﬂayrwwwng\gﬁwgu@miwsyg.oc,.asjucwb
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The most correct [definition] I have come across is that a Companion is one who met
the Prophet 4 whilst believing in him and died upon Islam.

Whilst some scholars have stipulated other conditions for establishing
Companionship, such as narrating a hadith from the Prophet «, participating in an
expedition with him, accompanying him for a long time etc., no scholar has differed

with respect to the condition of dying upon Islam.
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Thus, denying his Companionship entails either believing he was not a Muslim for the
whole duration of his accompanying the Prophet ¢ or that he did not die upon Islam,
may Allah forbid!

Denying the Companionship of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr :2 is an act of Disbelief

After having established denial of any part of the Qur’an, no matter how small, to be
an act of disbelief, and that Sayyiduna Abu Bakr & has been referred to as the
Prophet’s Companion in the Qur’an, it is clear that anyone who denies the
Companionship of Sayyiduna Aba Bakr « is denying the Qur’an and is thus a
disbeliever.

Husayn ibn al-Fadl al-Bajali (d.282 aH), a Qur’an exegete (mufassir) and hadith expert
(muhaddith), said:
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Whoever says Abl Bakr was not the companion of Allah’s Messenger & is a
disbeliever, due to his denial of the Qur’an’s text.

This statement of Husayn ibn al-Fadl has been narrated and affirmed by a number of
Qur’anic exegetes in their works:

Wahidi (d.468 AH) in Al-Wasit;

Baghawi (d.516 AH) in Ma alim al-Tanzil,

Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d.606 AH) in Mafatih al-Ghayb;
Abii ’I-Muzaffar al-Sam'ani (d.661 AH) in his tafsir;
Khazin (d.765 aH) in Lubab al-Ta'wil,

Ibn ‘Adil al-Hanbali (d. 880 AH) in Al-Lubab;
Al-Khatib al-Shirbini (d.977 AH) in Al-Sirdj al-Munir;’

A AR ol o

Likewise, other Qur’anic exegetes throughout the ages have declared one who denies
the Companionship of Sayyiduna Aba Bakr & to be a disbeliever:

* It should be noted that citing numerous references to the same statement is not a case of unnecessary
repetition, but rather to show how many scholars have concurred with his edict and reiterated the very
same point. This should be borne in mind wherever in this article there is a case of a text being repeated.
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Abi ‘Abdillah al-Qurtubi (d.671 aH) in Al-Jami‘ li Ahkam al-Qur’an
1zz al-Din ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Ras ani (d.661 AH) in Rumiiz al-Kuniiz "
‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad al-Nasafi (d.710 an) in Madarik al-Tanzil %
Abi Hayyan (d.754 AH) in Al-Bahr al-Muhit

Burhin al-Din al-Biqa‘1 (d.885 AH) in Nazm al-Durar P,

Abii Sa‘td (d.951 AR) in Irshad al-'Aql al-Salim ™,

Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari (d.1014 aH) in Anwdr al-Qur’an ®!;

Qadi Thana'ullah Panipati (1225 AR) in Al-Tafsir al-Mazhari @
Mahmiid al-Aliisi (d.1270 AH) in Rih al-Ma'ani 7%

10. Mawlana Idris Kandhalawi (d.1394 aH) in Ma arlf al-Qur’an

11. Mufti ‘Ashiq 11ahi Bulandshehri (d.1420 aH) in Anwar al-Bayan ©*
12. Sufi ‘Abd al-Hamid Sawati (d.1429 AH) in Ma'alim al-Irfan ",
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Opinion Across the Four Madhhabs

Likewise, scholars across all four madhhabs - Hanafi, Shafi1, Maliki and Hanbali - have

clearly stated denial of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr &, being the Prophet’s ¢ Companion as

disbelief. Hereunder, we present the names of scholars from each school who have

stated this, followed by their respective texts.*

The Hanafi School

1. Mahmiid Ibn Mazah al-Bukhari (d.616 AH) in Al-Muhit al-Burhani ™!

2. Andarbi al-Hindi (d. 782 AH) in Al-Fatawa al-Tatarkhaniyya'? !

3. Kamal ibn al-Humam (d.861 aH) in Fath al-Qadir >

4. Badr al-Din al-'Ayni (d. 855 an) in ‘Umdat al-Qari ™!

5. Ibn Nujaym (d.970 AH) in Al-Ashbah wa I-Nazd'ir '*! and in Al-Bahr al-R@’iq '®

6. Mulla ‘Ali al-QarT’s (d.1014 aH) Minah al-Rawd al-Azhar "7 in his treatise Shamm
al- Awarid " and in Mirgat al-Mafatih .,

7. Mujaddid Alf-i-Thani Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (d.1034 AH) in Radd al-Rawafid *°,

8. Shaykhzada Damad al-Afandi (d.1078 AH) in Majma’ al-Anhur !

9. Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Haskafi (d.1088 aH), author of Al-Durr al-Mukhtar ??;

10. Al-Fatawa al-Hindiyya, an extensive compilation of rulings compiled under the
instruction of Aurangzeb Alamgir (d. 1118 an) **!

11. Abii Sai'd al-Khadimi (d.1176 An) in Bariga Mahmiidiyya %!

12. Rajab ibn Ahmad in Al-Wasila al-Ahmadiyya **

13. Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Tahtawi (d.1231 aH) in the Hashiyah of al-Durr al-
Mukhtar **); and also in the Hashiyah of Maragi al-Falah *");

14. Muhammad Amin Ibn ‘Abidin (d.1252 AH) in Radd al-Muhtar, ?* >3, and in
his treatise Tanbih al-Wulat wa I-Hukkam B2 >34

15. Shah Waliyyullah al-Dihlawi (d. 1176 AH) in Al-Musawwd Sharh al-Muwatta ®*

* The names provided are of the authors of the respective books, regardless of whether the text is their

own or they are quoting from others.
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16. Shah ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Dihlawi (d.1239 AH) in his fatwa compilation, Fatawa Azizi

[36,37]

17. Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangohi (d.1323 AH) in Bagiyat Fatawa Rashidiyya ©*

18. Shaykh Anwar Shah al-Kashmiri (d. 1352 an) in Ikfar al-Mulhidin )
19. Mawlana Ahmad Rida Khan Barelwi (d.1340 An) in Radd al-Rifda "

20. Mufti Kifayatullah al-Dihlawi (d. 1372 AH) in his fatwa compilation, Kifayat al-

Mufti 41,

21. Fatawd Haqqaniyya “? (a compilation of fatwas issued by the scholars at Dar al-

‘Ulim Haqqaniyya, Pakistan)
= [43

22. Khayr al-Fatawa
Madaris, Pakistan)

23. Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani in In'am al-Bari **!
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The Shafi’i School

. ‘Abd al-Karim Al-RafiT (d.623 AH) in Al-Sharh al-Kabir *!

. Imam al-Nawawi (d.676 AH) in Rawdat al-Talibin “°!

1

2

3. Tagiyy al-Din al-Subki (d.970 AH) in his Fatawa "

4. Ibn Hajar al-Haythami (d. 974 an) in Al-Sawd iq al-Muhrigah “*
5

. Shihab al-Din al-Ramali (d. 1004 AH) in Nihdyat al-Muhtdaj "
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The Maliki School

1. Qadi Tyad al-Maliki (d.554 An) in Al-Shifa *°!
2. Abii’l-'Abbas al-Qurtubi (d.656 an) in Al-Mufhim P!
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3. Khalil ibn Ishaq al-Jundi (d.767 an) in his Mukhtasar %
4, Muhammad al-Kharshi (d.1101 AH) in Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil **

5. ‘Ali ibn Ahmad al-Adawi (d.1189 AH) in his Hashiyah of Kharshi’s
Mukhtasar Khalil >

6. Dasiiqi (d.1230 AH) in his Hashiyah on Al-Sharh al-Kabir %
7. Ahmad ibn Ghunaym al-Nafrawi (d. 1126 an) in Al-Fawakih al-Dawani **
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The Hanbali School

Muwaffaq ibn Qudamah (d.620 AR) in Al-Mughni °®

Ibn Taymiyya al-Harrani (d.728 AH) in Minhdj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyya "
Mardawi (d.885 an) in Al-Insaf ©*®!

Mansiir al-Bahiiti (d.1051 AH) in Kash-shaf al-Qina ©*
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Synopsis of Texts

[A] The statement of Husayn ibn al-Fadl, classifying one who denies the
Companionship of Sayyiduna Abt Bakr &, a disbeliever, has been quoted by a number
of Qur’anic exegetes. Likewise, many of the commentators throughout the ages have

expressed the same point in their own words. [

[B] The majority of the aforementioned texts of the four schools have
categorically declared denial of the Companionship of Sayyiduna Aba Bakr & to be
disbelief.

[C]  Other texts state one who denies the leadership (khilafah) of Sayyiduna Aba
Bakr 4 - in terms of him being rightful to it - as a disbeliever [11315:21:23.24.26.27,36,57,39,
‘1 whilst some declare swearing at Sayyiduna Abii Bakr & as disbelief ' 22756
Denying the Companionship of Sayyiduna Abh Bakr ., in effect accusing him of

disbelief, falls under the scope of both cases.

[D]  The disbelief of one who denies the Companionship of Sayyiduna Aba Bakr 2,

is established from the texts which declare one who rejects the faith of any of the

13,51,52,5%,55,59) the ten Companions who were promised Jannah

(s3]

four illustrious caliphs

[47]

in one gathering (al-'Asharah al-Mubash-sharah) *” or any of the Companions ** as

disbelief.
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In conclusion, all of the aforementioned texts prove beyond doubt that denying the
Companionship of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr &, is disbelief.

Is it possible Sayyiduna Abii Bakr 2. did not die as a Muslim?

An extremely feeble objection, which has been raised in opposition to this unanimous
ruling, is that Sayyiduna Abti Bakr & being referred to as “his companion” is only
decisive (qati) in establishing his faith (iman) during the Prophet’s < lifetime but
does not necessitate he passed away as a Muslim; there is a possibility he passed away
without faith and any evidence to prove otherwise must be decisive.

Firstly, had this objection held any credible worth, even as a fleeting thought, the
imams of Ahl al-Sunnah wa ’l-Jamaah would have discussed and answered it.
However, none of them have even indicated towards such an absurd idea.

Secondly, this objection has been borne out of a fundamental deficiency in
understanding the definition of a Companion. As stated previously, dying in the state
of being a Muslim is inherently part of the definition. Hence, it goes without saying
that bringing this aspect into question is essentially debating whether Sayyiduna Aba
Bakr & was a Companion or not, and holding the erroneous belief he was not a
Companion has already been clearly established as disbelief.

This is no different to the Rawafid interpreting the word companion (sahib) to mean
a travel companion and not in its SharT meaning, an interpretation which Alisi aptly
described as resembling the senseless talk of a person suffering from extreme fever
or the nonsense uttered by a drunkard. Such distorted and far-fetched
interpretations of the Qur’an are also tantamount to disbelief.

Shah Waliyyullah al-Dihlawi states in Al-Musawwa:

QALYARVAFPEIEIRD) B elds CLLUL’MLA rJLA: J-:)FU)

And an interpretation which opposes what is established through
decisive evidence is heresy (zandagah).
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Shaykh Ytsuf al-Banniiri (d.1397 AH), in his preface to Shaykh Anwar Shah’s Ikfar al-
Mulhidin, writes on the authority of Imam Ghazali’s (d.1111 AH) Faysal al-Tafriga:

o s £l g SN Jo S L Lo sTIG ¢ HWSNT ool s 5 3 sl s
Likewise is interpretation in what is necessarily known to be part of Din

and which is synonymous to denial; interpretation in such things is
disbelief, just like denial.’

Thirdly, it is a unanimously accepted legal maxim:

ORI VA

Certainty is not dismissed due to doubt.

Al-Qarrafi (d.684 AH) states:

(YN /V G5 AN andnyp 2 Wl pdallS Jag a3 8,800 JS OT 25 Lo ot 300l odgd
This is a unanimously accepted principle, i.e. that every doubtful issue is

deemed like a non-entity whose non-existence is determined.

When the Companionship of Sayyiduna Abi Bakr « is categorically proven to a level
of certainty (yagin), any suggestion to the contrary is mere conjecture and has no
bearing on the decisive Qur’anic text stating him to be a Companion.

In conclusion, the Companionship of Sayyiduna Abt Bakr & has been clearly
established in the Noble Qur’an, and denying it renders a person a disbeliever. This
has been substantiated by the many texts we have presented above. Likewise,
entertaining the possibility of Sayyiduna Abh Bakr . not having died as a Muslim is
no different to actually denying his Companionship and will thus carry the same
ruling of disbelief.

May Allah Most High grant us all the correct understanding of Islam and protect us

from all forms of deviance and misguidance. Amin.
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® Preface to Ikfar al-Mulhidin, pg 7, paraphrasing from Faysal al-Tafriga



